
Card Sharps 
Our school Christmas cards for 2014 
went on sale in Quayside and Tesco 
on December 2nd.  Yellow and Pink 
classes were excellent sales people 
and managed to promote the  

students art work and the school at 
the same time.  We raised a magnifi-
cent €1151 for the 
students.  Thank 
you to all who sup-
ported by buying 

the cards.  

 

School Re opens on Monday 5th January 2015 

Nollaig shona 

daoibh 2014. 

Countdown to Christmas 

Christmas countdown has begun 

and Pink Class are embracing the 

festivities. Benjamin and Paul 

helped to sell our Christmas cards 

in town on Tuesday last. The rest 

of the class enjoyed painting 

Christmas scenes on our class 

windows. We just love to create 

Christmas art. This week we created 

a class Christmas tree collage. Pink 

class staff and students would like to 

wish everyone a Happy Christmas. 

The Sound of Music 
 

We have been “talking and listening” 

to everything around us this term. We 

made a fun sound matching game, 

which we played in assembly, and we 

tracked the sound of a timer round our 

classroom. We have begun to listen to 

the sounds of Christmas now, and we 

have some very enthusiastic musicians 

in the room. We are all playing along 

on cue, and with a bit of practice, we 

may be contenders for the Feile next 

year! 
 

Dates for the Diary 
Gaiety Cinema trip Friday 12th December—

Frozen. 
Christmas Play in the Hawkswell “The 3Little 

Pigs” Monday 15th December 
School Christmas Play Thursday 18th  Decem-

ber @1:15pm in the school. Hall. 
Tea and  

coffee afterwards @ St. Cecilia’s School.   
Everyone Welcome. 

Santa visit to school on Friday 19th December 
School closes for Christmas holidays on 
Friday 19th December @ 12:30pm. 

 

 

LÁMH—Do you know this sign? 

LÁMH Answer—Quiet 

Handwriting Without Tears (HWT).  
Sing, Sound and Count with Me 

Our whole school handwriting programme 
is in full swing.  Everyone is working hard 
learning letters through songs.  If parents 
need help with the words check out some of 
the song words from the Sing, Sound and 
Count with me CD using the QR code. 
St. Cecilia’s School accepts no responsibility for the con-
tent of external websites.  No particular company/brand 

are advocated /recommended-these are for awareness 
raising only. 

www.stceciliasschool.ie 
stceciliasschool@eircom.net 
Tel No: 9177907 
Fax No: 9177011 
School Mobile: 086-2630465 
Principal: Éilis Dillon 

Our Deepest Sympathies 
All at St. Cecilia’s would like to extend our condo-
lences to the Kedzierska family on the passing of 
Jadwiga.  Jadwiga was a much loved bus escort 
who always put the students first and was a very 
kind, loving and generous person.  
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to Leanne and her family on the 
birth of Michelle 
 
Congratulations to Leeah on the birth of Cormac 
her new baby brother. 

 

National Award  

Winner 

Congratulations to Kate on win-
ning a National Safety Award 
for school.  Kate developed a 
game for Green Schools several 
years ago which has finally 

reached national recognition.  It 
involves matching to teach about 
road safety and is suitable for a 
wide range of students.  Rob will 
be attending a ceremony on 
Wednesday 10th December to 

receive the award. 



Countdown to Christmas! 

Red class Students are really looking forward 
to Christmas this year. In keeping with our 
theme of ‘sound’ we have been experiment-
ing with Christmas sounds, such as bells and 
tambourines. We are also going on some 
lovely community outings and this Friday 
will see us visit  NCF stores to see all of 
the Christmas decorations and get into 
the festive spirit! 
 

Causing a Christmas Effect 
Everybody has been working terribly hard in 
the Green class this festive season. We have 
been practicing for the Christmas play.  We 

have been making good progress in our hand-
writing programme. Saoirse, Jake and Conor 
particularly enjoyed learning about cause and 
effect by playing the Madagascar game in the 
whiteboard room. Tommy Lee and Thomas 

are really enjoying the music sessions and are 
great at joining in. Clara has joined in on 

some great cooking sessions. 

“Tank” Goodness for Christmas 
Orange Class have been  focussing on the theme of ‘Sound’  this 
term. We have listened to various animal sounds and we also 
made vehicles that make sounds e.g. a car, train, bus and aero-
plane. We went on 3 bus outings to NCF stores, Johnsons Court 
shopping centre and we took a trip out to Drumcliff. Fun was 
had by all. In recent weeks we started making Christmas decora-
tions for our classroom and preparing for the Christmas play. 
Other activities that we have all enjoyed include daily trips to 
the sensory room, musical therapy with William, Pet therapy 
with ‘Tank’ and Patricia and also body awareness and tac pac. 
We in Orange class  wish everyone a 
Happy Christmas. 

Active School Flag 
Our activity has continued to in-
crease this term.  We have been 
participating in seasonal walks in 
different weather conditions for 
P.E. and Geography and cycling in the good 
weather at break and lunch times is proving 
very popular with some.  Everyone has the op-
portunity to swim every week for aquatics and 
horse riding will be back in the spring.   

Green Fingered John. 

The Heritage Association have 

helped St. Cecilia’s to maintain 

the school sensory garden this 

Winter through employing John 

Toner.  John has been fantastic, 

assisting the students to maintain 

and keep our sensory garden by 

trimming out trees, planting, mak-

ing and painting new plant boxes  

and labelling areas for the stu-

dents based on our senses.  We 

would like to thank John for all his  

hard work over 5 weeks and we 

are looking forward to getting 

back in the garden when the 

warm weather returns. 

Sounds Good. 
Yellow class have been doing a lot of work based around our 

topic of Sound. For Art and Music the pupils made their own 

instruments and really enjoyed making their own sounds. For 

Communication and Language the pupils tracked sounds around 

the classroom. We were lucky enough to get out on a number of 

social outings including Sligo airport and NCF. 

Sensory Snowy  
Christmas 
We have all enjoyed making sensory snow-
men, both big and small ready for Christmas 
this year.  We made snowmen and santas 
from wool for when we read and listened to 
our story “The Snowman”.  Garbhán in par-
ticularly enjoyed the different textures and 
music  that he experienced.  Sean was very 
proud of the 3D Snowman he helped to 
construct which we are using as a school 
calendar to count down the days to Christ-

mas.  Conan has worked well on his gardening 
skills in the polytunnel, planting and looking 
after a surprise for the parents.  Wishing you 
all a Merry Christmas from Navy Class. 

The Snowman by 

Raymond Briggs 

 

The Parents and Friends Association have given the 
school €2000 towards new furniture. 
 

As part of out involvement in the local community St. 
Cecilia’s has been used frequently in the evenings by the 
local neighbourhood watch group.  As a thank you for 
this the group have decided to buy us a shed to keep our 
bicycles and go-karts in.  Éilis went to Ballina to have a 
look at a variety of styles and to see what was suitable for 
us.  Thank you very much to the Community Alert group 
for thinking of us.   
 

Janice, Paul, and Éilis attended a Music Generation 
course on Saturday 29th November.  They enjoyed the 
practical parts of the course and have come back to 
school with positive learning experiences for the stu-
dents.   
 

Ben attended a course in Athlone on the new Junior Cert 
Cycle which could replace FETAC (QQI) in the future. 
 

A huge thank you to Peggy Kilcoyne and Pamela Gannon 
on the disco in Tubbercurry which raised €2000 each for 
St. Cecilia’s and St. Joseph’s.  Thanks to everyone who 
bought a ticket. 

 
Staff News 
Shane is recovering 
well after his opera-
tion.  We would like to 
thank Paul Gallagher 
who has replaced him.  
Unfortunately for us 
Paul has a longer term 
opportunity which he 
has taken up from the 
end of December. We 
wish him luck. 
 

 

 


