
It’s that time of year again…. 
An early Christmas arrived at St. Ce-
cilia’s this year—October to be exact.  
Students designed cards, just after our 

mid term break!  6 lucky students 
were selected to have their cards pub-
lished, and what a success they were.  
We sold out!  Thank you to Tesco and 
Quayside for letting us set up a stall 
for students in Yel-
low, Green and Pink 

classes to sell the 
cards raising €1440 

for the school. 

 

School Re opens on Monday 6th January 2013 

Nollaig shona daoibh 
2013. 

A Little Bit of Ginger 
For the last week or so there has been the most fantas-
tic smell of ginger wafting through the school. Yes 
it’s that time of year again when we ‘attempt’ to 
make our gingerbread houses. All students have been 
involved in smelling, weighing, mixing and a few, 
trying the produce before it even made it to the oven! 
We’ve been tracing and cutting shapes 
incorporating lots of maths into the proc-
ess. Decorating is always the highlight and 
this was a fun as ever :) Wishing you all a 
jolly happy Christmas from Pink Class.  

Sligo Sport and Recreation 

Shane Hayes from Sligo Sport and Recreation visited 

school last week to present some students with medals 

for their participation in events during the summer 

term.  Everyone was thrilled 

to get rec-

ognition 

for their 

hard 

work. 

Dates for the Diary 
School Christmas Play Thursday 19th  December 

@1:30 in school.   
Tea and  

coffee afterwards @ St. Cecilia’s School.   

Everyone Welcome. 

School closes for Christmas holidays on Friday 
20th December @ 12:30pm. 

Car Boot Sale 2 

A second Car boot sale was held in Ba-

nada Abbey Hall on Sunday 24th No-

vember.  Parents, staff and volunteers 

helped to clean, set up and organise a 

multitude of events to raise funds for 

the school.  It was another huge suc-

cess raising €2500. A special thank you 

to everyone for all their hard work.  

Summing up the Term 
We would all like to wish a warm welcome to Aoife and her family 

on their return to Ireland and St. Cecilia’s School. Literacy and 

Maths have had a big focus in Navy Class this term.  We have 

been working on developing our reading skills using our school 
reading scheme ELSB.  We have all had opportunities to say lines 

in the story—independently or using the big mack.  Ania, Garbhán 

and Aoife have participated very well with this as well as having 
opportunities for receptive and expressive language.  Conan and 

Sean have been working very well with money.  We have been ex-

amining coins, sorting them 
and using them to pay for items 

when visiting different places.  

Merry Christmas to everyone 

from Navy Class. 

LÁMH—Do you know this sign? 
Tip—It’s a place.  Move and repeat x3 

LÁMH Answer—Shops/Town 
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Handwriting Without Tears 
(HWT).  Mat-Man. 
Our new whole school hand-
writing programme is in full 
swing.  Check out this you tube 
video to help the children with 
the correct language. 



School Self Evaluation (SSE) 
St Cecilia’s School are working on the area of 
Literacy.  We have gathered evidence of current 
practice in specific curriculum areas (objects of 
reference and handwriting) and are currently 
reviewing methodologies and undertaking staff 
training to raise standards in this area.  Hand-
writing Without Tears (writing programme) is 
being introduced and a whole school approach 
is underway to assist the students.  Please ask 
Éilis for further information. 

I’m Dreaming of a Green Christmas 
This term in Green Class we have begun our hand writing 
without tears programme, we listen to the songs, learn the 
right way to write letters, then we practice writing them. 
We have continued our story about Moe, and are progress-
ing well. 
We had a very successful day selling our Christmas cards 
in Sligo town, we sold out thanks to the fantastic designs 
done by the students of the various classes. 
Green Class have been busy learning our song for the 
Christmas play, ours is very exotic, but you will have to see 
it to find out more!! 
Happy Christmas to all from Green Class. 

                             ROOM FOR BLUE? 
This term Blue Class have been looking at rooms in our 

homes.  We have enjoyed listening to the sounds of differ-

ent places, and trying to work out where we are! 

We have used the story “Peace at Last” in Drama, and 

followed poor Mr Bear around his house trying to find 

somewhere quiet to sleep. We have been practicing our 

sounds using an echo microphone, and had great fun 

“snoring, miaowing, humming and tick-tocking!” Poor Mr 

Bear! 

We have also been practicing our song for the school play. 

We won’t tell you which country we are represent-

ing….you will have to use your “noodles” to work it out! 

Active School Flag 
We have been very active again 
this term.  All classes are partici-
pating in aquatics activities as part 
of the Physical Education Curricu-
lum.  Students have visited the Sports Complex 
and Cregg swimming pool to move our bodies.  
The swings have been in full use during break 
and lunch times and Benjamin and Benjamin 
have been enjoying playing rugby together—
although Wales are a little better at the mo-
ment!  We will continue to promote activity 
and a healthy lifestyle in the new year. 

Biodiversity 

Here is our new 

biodiversity  

mascot which was 

designed by 

Geraldine in Red 

class. We are having a Green 

Schools assembly in January and 

we will choose a name for it. 

 

Mat-Man begins! 
This term in red class we have embarked upon our hand-
writing without tears programme. The students have all 
enjoyed attending to, and participating in the building of 
mat-man. The songs that accompany this exercise are a big 

hit , and one red class student in particu-
lar loves to join in. 
It will be interest-
ing to see what 
happens in the new 
year when Mat-
man returns! 

QR Corner 
Download a QR scanner from your app 

store onto your smart phone and look at 
these sensory Christmas gift ideas for  

students with SEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Cecilia’s School accepts no responsibility for the content 
of external websites.  No particular company/brand are 

advocated /recommended-these are for awareness raising 
only. 

Catholic Schools  
Partnership Process 

St. Cecilia’s School have com-
pleted the Catholic Schools Partner-

ship Process over the last school 
year.  Opinions were sought from 
the school community to better 

understand our ethos and values.  
Members of the review committee 
included: Eileen Rowan (Chair), 

Éilis Dillon (Principal), Ben Lewis 
(Deputy Principal), Des Forde, Eric 

Kedzierska, Mary Jinks and Fr. 
Carroll.   

Sincere thanks to all committee 
members but in particular, Eileen 

Rowan for her Chairmanship. 

Yellow Places. 
This term Yellow Class have been working on the 

theme Places. We have focused on places we 
know especially our homes. Pupils matched 
household items to the rooms they belong to. 
For Maths we played money games in our 
‘Yellow Café’ where we had slug and worm 
tea available for only €2. In Communication 
and Language we were listening to environ-
mental sounds that we might hear if we were 
out and about. Everyone in Yellow Class 
wishes you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


